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- Putting their faith into the foreclosure fight
i Religious groups lobby government, lenders
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For Nylton Andrade, preventing home foreclosures is not just a personal
priority. It's a matter of religious faith.
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i Many faith-based groups say that, in the mire of the nation’s financial In Massachusetts

malaise, they have been galvanized by religious themes such as forgiveness 430
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. “There’s a call for change,” Anderson said.

Religious organizations’ foreclosure activism may be built on a moral
foundation, but it is buoyed by a federal government that appears receptive to
i taking their opinions seriously, said Richard L. Wood, a sociology professor

i and former director of religious studies at the University of New Mexico.

“The Obama administration has signaled they want to work with these kinds
of groups,” Wood said. “The faith-based organizing world has gotten more
i and more sophisticated.”

i In Massachusetts, a web of groups with religious affiliations have signed on to
the cause, including the Brockton Interfaith Community, which is made up of
religious institutions and other groups in a city battered by foreclosures. The
group - of which Andrade is a member - is one of six organizations in the
interfaith Massachusetts Communities Action Network, also part of PICO.

i Lewis Finfer, director of the Massachusetts Communities Action Network, said
that over the past few decades it has concentrated on state and local issues,

i such as youth violence and affordable housing. But as the foreclosure crisis
mushroomed, he said, the network realized it needed to get involved on a
wider level because lending and credit issues cross state borders. Continued...
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